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Australia, nothing of it. The same year which saw the beginning
l770' of Lord North's government that was destined to lose us
our American colonies, saw Captain Cook take possession
of Australia and New Zealand in the name of King
George. No one then understood the value of Cook's
discovery; no one imagined that on the shores of the
great southern island there would arise cities rivalling
those of America; no one dreamed of the gold of Vic-
toria and West Australia, or the sheep-runs of New South
Wales; no one realized that a fresh continent had been
secured for the British race. These things were hidden
in the future. Yet thus, while one dominion was being
lost, another was silently and almost imperceptibly
added to replace it.

CHAPTER  31

THE FRENCH REVOLUTION.    REVOLUTIONARY
AND NAPOLEONIC WARS

With two short intervals Britain was continuously at
Revoiu-war with France from J793 to 181*5, and this war ended
the prolonged struggle that had begun under William III
s* and Marlborough, and had gone on with little cessation
* all through the eighteenth century. It was by far the
greatest of Britain's wars. Alike by sea and land Britain
made war on a larger scale than she had ever done before,
with more ships and more men. It cost far more than
any previous war; for not only had Britain to pay for
her own vast fleet and the armies that drove the French
out of Spain and finally conquered Napoleon at Waterloo,
but she also gave enormous sums to her allies who were
struggling against Napoleon on the Continent. Thus, in